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! e 4th Annual Genoa Cowboy 
Festival rides into Nevada’s oldest 
town May 3-5 with a rip-roaring 
roundup of music, cowboy poetry, 
cowboy grub, Old West art and 
merchandise — a passel of fun for all!

“!e Cowboy Festival promotes the 
cowboy way and the unique history 
and culture of the Carson Valley,” says 
Town Board Members and Festival 
Committee Co-Chairs, Dave Whitgob 
and Brian Williams, who, with the help 
of many dedicated community 
volunteers, coordinates the weekend.

“We have concerts on Friday and 
Saturday evenings and in the 
afternoon on Sunday with well known 
headliners,” Whitgob and Williams say.

Nevada cowboy poet Waddie 
Mitchell and award-winning guitarist 
and singer Dave Stamey rouse fans 
with rhymes, tunes, and comedy. 
Concert headliners include the Reno 
Brass Quintet accompanying Riders in 
the Sky, the western swing band 
Saddle Cats, world renown Hot Club of 
Cowtown and 2013 Best Solo Musician 
of the Year (awarded by True West 
Magazine) Mary Kaye and her band. 

Other festival entertainers are 
Virginia City-born singer and poet 
Richard Elloyan; Pioneer, California, 
honky-tonk trio Slade Rivers Band; and 
Gardnerville’s own All Hat No Cattle; 
as well as Ken Gardner, Tony Argento 
and the Cowboys By Night.

Ranch tours, Dutch oven-cooking 
demonstrations, western dancing, 
Chautauqua presentations, shootouts, 
and cemetery ghost tours, in addition 
to music and poetry are among the 
events visitors will enjoy. Among some 
of the biggest draws are McAvoy Layne 
as Mark Twain, Native American 
historical and cultural demonstrations, 
and David Bourne plays the ever 
popular saloon piano.

Concert venues include the 1880s-
era Genoa Town Hall and a huge 
concert tent set inside the stockade of 
Mormon Station State Historic Park. 
Cultural and historical presentations 
are scheduled throughout the day at 
Town businesses and other facilities 
such as the town’s church and the old 
Masonic Hall. 

! is year, special presenters are 
Glenn Ford’s son Peter Ford, who 
discusses his father’s western "lms, 

and Cheryl Rogers, Roy Rogers and 
Dale Evans’ daughter. She explores her 
parents’ careers with the "lms “In His 
Own Words” (by Roy) and “Dale Evans: 
A Most Remarkable Woman.”

Visitors won’t go hungry. Food 
vendors dish up their specialties in the 
Cowboy Corral and the Antelope 
Station will serve a Chuck Wagon 
Dinner on Friday. !e Carson Valley 
Basque Club will serve a traditional 
Basque dinner Saturday evening. A 
Cinco de Mayo brunch is o%ered 
Sunday. 

Shoppers can choose from a wide 
assortment of western goods. Hats, 
apparel, boots and belts, collectibles, 
and gear as well as work by "ne artists 
and craftsmen are available at various 
locations on Main Street. 

Day Passes are $15 per person per 
day for adults, $10 for kids 12 and 
under; a three-day pass is $30 for 
adults, $15 for kids. Concert tickets are 
$25 and $30. 

We’ll see you at the Cowboy Festival! 
For information and tickets please 

visit www.genoacowboyfestival.org or 
contact the Town of Genoa o#ces at 
(775) 782-8696.
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Cowtown, below; Dave Stamey, 
right; Mary Kaye, below right.
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